
JUNE 2009

BRINGING YOU THE LATEST NEWS 
FROM OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
AROUND THE WORLD news



Editorial Ramblings

Photograph above: Aberdovey Beach in Wales - pity about the windmills!  Photograph by Grace.
Cover photograph: A carpet of Bluebells on the mountain side. Taken on our journey home from our day in Wales.

Another piece of exciting news is that Nadia, one of Grace’s sisters, has been able 
to obtain a visit visa that will permit her to visit us here in England, so we’re looking 

forward to seeing her again. Also, my son, Paul, has now completed the leadership course he’s 
been attending that will enable him to receive his permanent promotion in the Royal Marines and he 

will be starting his new role as a Drill Instructor at the RM training centre very soon. Congratulations, Paul.

Also, my health continues to improve and I’m feeling considerably better. So much so that we were able to have a day-trip 
to a beach on the Welsh coast towards the end of May. Little Lad has also been ill, but is now recovering. 

It’s my birthday today (25th June). Another nail in the coffin. How I hate getting older. 60 - going on 28! I can’t believe how 
my life has flown by so quickly. Deliberately, I went to work as usual and had no celebrations at all. Just another day nearer 
to the end of life’s rocky road. How awful.

Late in the month (27/28th) we had the misfortune to be hit very hard by a computer virus that, in effect, wiped out my 
C:/ drive and also deleted the recovery files on my D:/ drive. This despite having up-to-date anti-virus softeware and 
malware protection. I’m now running (on my G:/ drive) an evaluation copy of MS-Windows 7, the new operating system by 
Microsoft and without much of the software I usually have running on my computer, so getting this edition of our magazine 
written and sent out has been quite an achievement. I’m even using a dif ferent version of the desk top publishing software 
I normally use, to complete this edition. Thankfully, I had stuck by my own advice, which I have passed on to you several 
times in this magazine; “Don’t store data on the computer’s hard drives, but keep it only on external hard drives.” (or, at 
least, on a separate partition to the one containing the operating system). Therefore, I didn’t lose any of my documents or 
photographs or any other data. 

Work has been progressing on the repairs to the family home in the Philippines throughout the month and we’ve just heard 
(2 July) that work has been completed and the family have returned to live in their home once more. 

After last month’s dreadful ordeal it is a pleasure to have something good to tell 
you. We have several items of exciting news to report: We are now in contact 
with some of our family with whom we’ve been out of touch for around 45 
- 50 years! Not only that, but we’ve found some of the missing pieces from 
our family history book and are looking forward to meeting some of our 
family whom we’ve never met! Isn’t that fantastic? 
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Family found....

From left to right (clockwise): John Head and his wife Barbara. 
Hilda Head (nee Simmonds), Diane (nee Head) and her husband 
Peter, Paul and Fran (our Australian connection). Next is Chris 
Head (Colin’s wife), June Chequers (nee Woodrow), Colin Head.  

Our Australian Connection (by Colin Head):
You will see that this photograph (right, of William Muggeridge) 
was taken in Tunbridge Wells where he was a police man, 
and where he met his wife, Edie. They had 2 sons, Tom and 
George and they emigrated to Australia (Ed: in 1928). Tom 
had a daughter called Wendy (and others) and George had 2 
daughters, called Coral and Fran. When I was a young boy I 
used to write to Bill in Australia and also to Fran, who was 
a little younger than me. I lost touch for many years but then 
located Fran and we have been in touch ever since. She has been 
over to stay with us twice over recent years with her husband, 
Paul, but he has, unfortunately, died in the past few weeks. She 
has asked to come back and see us again so she may be coming 
in a few weeks and may stay for around 6 weeks. Stop Press: 
Fran is now in England - see photograph on next page.
Ed: My connection to this family is that my grandmother, 
Florence Cook (nee Muggeridge) was the sister of William 
Muggeridge. Colin, John and Diane’s connection is that their 
grandmother, Lily (Simmonds, nee Muggeridge) was a sister 
of Florence and William. In the photograph above, Hiilda 
Head (nee Simmonds) is Colin, John and Diane’s mother. June 
Chequers (nee Woodrow) is the daughter of Winifred Woodrow 
(nee Muggeridge), another ‘Muggeridge’ sister (see overleaf).
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Fran in Colin and Chris’s Garden.
Photograph by Colin Head



Four generations of ‘Heads’

Top photograph: Three siblings, Diane, Colin and John with their Mum, Hilda Head (nee Simmonds) - aged 96.

Bottom photograph: Chris (Colin’s wife) with their two daughters, Tammy (on right) and Hayley, together with two of 
Hayley’s boys, Sam (in front) and Ben.

Photographs supplied by Colin - taken on 14 June 2009 at the family Bar-B-Q.

5



Photograph below, from Colin Head: Thought you might like to see this photograph taken in 
2008 as it shows other relatives. From left to right: my brother-in-law, Pete, then June Woodrow, 
then me and my wife, Chris. Lawrence (Dean) is on the right at the back (I think he looks just 
like his Dad) then his wife, Molly Next to Molly is Greta Woodrow and then my sister, Diane. 
We do get together meeting up for family meals occasionally. 

Lawrence Dean

married Molly

Muggeridge Family

Arthur John Muggeridge
b: 23 July 1889
d:
Married Ellen? Leavy on 
21 September 1910

Grace Muggeridge
b: 6 December 1881
d:
Married Arthur Medhurst on 
28 Aug. 1905

Nathaniel Muggeridge
d: 9 November 1899
d: 4 July 1999
Married Mary Ann
b: 30 December 1900
d: 8 May 1992

Charles Henry Muggeridge
b: 6 March 1886
d
Married Ethel Bolton on 
7 February 1914

William Thomas Muggeridge
b: 14 August 1883
d: 12 May 1966
Married Edie Adams on 28 July 
1908 and emigrated to Australia 
in 1928

Winifred Maud Muggeridge
b: 30 December 1904
d:
Married Kenneth Woodrow on
9 April 1928

Lilly Martha Muggeridge
b: 21 October 1884
d:
Married Harry Simmonds on 
24 Sept 1908 (died 2 June 1917)
Lily buried in Ardingly Church 
Cemetary, Ardingly, Sussex

Ernest George Muggeridge
b: 23 April 1894
d:

Edward Muggeridge
b: 23 December 1891
d: November
Married Amy Hilda Victoria 
Dolley on 31 April 1915

Lilly Grace Simmonds,
b: 17 October 1909
married Albert Dean

June Woodrow
b: 3 June 1933
married Allan

Hilda Florence Simmonds
b: 12 June 1913
married William John HEAD 
(Jack) who died in 1981.

Joyce Muggeridge

Florence Sarah Muggeridge
b:22 January 1897
born at Roffey, Horsham, Sussex

married Samuel Reuben Cook 
on 14 June 192?

William Thomas Muggeridge
b: 1 March 1854

married Sarah Lousia on 
3 February 1881

Sarah Lousia
b: 9 Nov. 1862
d: 19 Feb. 1953 aged 90
Susana / Louisa in some 
records.
born in Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire

Colin Head 
married Chris.

John Paul Alan Navelgas Cook
10 May 2005

Paul Alan John Cook
1 January 1978
Fiona Jane Cook
12 May 1976

Douglas John Cook
b:22 April 1923
d: 13 September 1996
married: Joan Margaret Topping
b:30 May 1922
d:14 January 2006

Alan John Cook
25 June 1949

married Sally Gill - 1975-1990

married Grace Navelgas 2000-

Thomas William Muggeridge
b: 13 August 1911

Wendy
(and other children)

George Muggeridge Coral
Fran (married Paul)

Greta
b: 6 August 1941

Emily Cook
b: 24 April 2007
Oscar William Cook
b: 15 March 2009

in Taunton, Somerset

Arthur Thomas Albert Medhurst
b: 27 December

Charlie Grace
b: 14 December

Arthur Thomas Leavy 
Muggeridge

Edie Florence Muggeridge
b: 30 November 1909
d: 11 September 1910

right: Where it began...... 
on this family tree anyway.

William Thomas Muggeridge
b: 1 March 1854
married Sarah Lousia on 
3 February 1881. I don’t know when 
this photograph was taken.

The spelling, Lousia, is as written 
(twice) in the family Bible.

John Head (twin of Colin)

Diane Head married Peter

Tammy and Hayley Sam and Ben 
(Hayley’s sons)





Photograph taken at the wedding of Samuel Reuben Cook and Florence Sarah Muggeridge on 14 June 192?.
Back Row L to R: Edward Cook (Samuel Reuben’s brother) and his wife, Ann; Arthur Medhurst, William Muggeridge, Amy and Edward Muggeridge; 
2nd Row: ?, ?, ?, ?, Lily Simmonds (nee Muggeridge); Grace Medhurst (nee Muggeridge); Nathaniel Muggeridge; Edie (William Muggeridge’s wife); William Thomas Muggeridge (Florence’s Father); Ethel and Charles Muggeridge; Ollie Holman
3rd Row: Polly Baker, sister of Sarah Louise Muggeridge; Susannah Nye (Reuben’s mother), Hilda Simmonds (Lily Simmonds’ daughter), Gladys Cook (Samuel Reuben's sister) Samuel Reuben Cook,   Florence Sarah Cook (nee Muggeridge); Winifred Muggeridge; Sarah Louise 
Muggeridge (Florence’s mother); Lily Dean (nee Simmonds); Grace Holman.
Front Row: Probably Arthur Medhurst (Jnr.); one of William & Edie Muggeridge’s sons, probably George. Probably Violet and Vera, daughters of Arthur and Grace Muggeridge; Charlie Muggeridge (Jnr), Charlie and Ethel Muggeridge’s son;  one of William & Edie Muggeridge’s 
sons, probably Thomas; Charlie Medhurst (son of of Arthur and Grace Medhurst).



The Muggeridge Family Bible











Photograph by Grace



Grace and JP in the community...
As you can see in the above photograph, Grace and JP are mixing with the locals (centre of back row). The 
front cover of the local magazine is shown overleaf (some of the magzine is in English!). The celebration is the 
opening of the Sunbeam Centre where Grace and JP go to for a few hours every week.

and now the owner of her first car!
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Grace is now the proud owner of her first car, a Vauxhall Astra Estate. She hasn’t driven it yet but is eagerly 
waiting to get behind the wheel as soon as she’s passed her driving test.





Grace and John had a visit from the 
Fire Brigade recently, which gave Little 
Lad the opportunity to be a firemen and 
enjoy playing with a real fire appliance.

(Photographs by Grace)

Fire Alarm!




